OLD TAUNTONIANS’ ASSOCIATION CENTENARY
ANNUAL REUNION DINNER

Saturday 13 November 2010
at
THE GUILDHALL SOUTHAMPTON

ALL Tauntonians, whether they are past or present pupils or students are
welcome to attend this event

This year we are delighted that the Chairman of the Dinner will be Ted Colenutt (Pupil 1931-1938: Staff
1946-84: Second Master 1965-1969: Vice Principal Richard Taunton College 1969-1984: President of the
0ld Tauntonians’ Association). Ted celebrates his ninetieth birthday on 2rd May this year.

Ted Colenutt will be known to hundreds of people who attended the school. This will be the third occasion
on which he has been invited to chair the Annual Reunion Dinner (previous occasions being in 1958 and
1984). This is a record that stands unequalled in the history of the Dinner. Ted has given long and
exemplary service, and his selection as an outstanding candidate was an obvious one. We need only to
review his entry in the Spooner History of Taunton’s School (and he has of course done much since this was
written!):

“Edward Colenutt............ prefect, librarian, cross country runner, exhibitioner to Southampton University in
Geography. In a distinguished military career (Major, Royal Artillery), he was Mentioned-in-Despatches, and
served throughout the campaign that saw the re-conquest of Burma. He returned to Taunton’s as a staff
member of the Department of Geography and thereafter threw himself into the life of the school with that
energy and thoroughness that are typical of the man. Very soon he became Mr Clowser’s right-hand man; he
made his mark in the classroom. His vigour and enterprise knew no bounds; he went on foreign excursions; he
collaborated with his chief in a series of geography textbooks; he attended the New Forest Camp, taking over
command when Mr Colebourn gave up; he assisted increasingly in the organisation of school hockey, seeing his
hours of coaching bear fruit in the great sides of Wright, Gannaway, Spincer and Strowger; with Frank Bradley,
Arthur Spencer and Ken Wootton he founded the OT Hockey Club, an activity destined to bring kudos to the
name of Taunton’s; as Secretary of the OTA with Harvey Clark he has used his spare time lavishly on the work of
the Association; and his chairmanship of the dinner in 1958 was an honour duly earned and well-deserved.
Being an OT and a member of the staff, he stands at the junctions of many roads and on some occasions has
found himself due to travel down too many at once; but he has a great talent for organisation, the nearest we
have seen to Joe Chalk’s, and a prestigious memory, almost the equal of our own in our halcyon days; and these
gifts, together with a genuine interest in the study of the human boy, a great capacity for hard work, a strong
set of principles, a sense of humour, an ability to mix, and above all a strong affection for all things Tauntonian,
have enabled him over the last two decades to do invaluable service to the school that he loves”.

EVENT DETAILS

The application form for reserving places at this prestigious event should be completed and returned
(accompanied by a cheque for the appropriate amount made payable to “OTA Dinner Committee”). As there
is likely to be increased demand for places this year, all returns (including cheques) should be sent to arrive
by 30 JUNE 2010. You can also call Martin Rowe (Secretary OTA Dinner Committee) on 02380 766801 or
email reunion.dinner@ota-southampton.org.uk to request places, but you must send a cheque to Brian
Osman at the address shown on the form overleaf. The reservation will not be complete until remittance is
received. Please note that no acknowledgements will be made unless a stamped addressed envelope is
enclosed with your application.

PLEASE TURN OVER 1



Reception for the Dinner will be from 6PM for dinner at 7.30PM. This will allow all guests time for pre-
dinner drinks and to meet old acquaintances. Seating at the Dinner will be in round tables of eight - so if
you want to organise a specific table you may do so - just let us know in your reply.

Dress for this function is Black Tie or Lounge Suit. Please note that miniature medals may be worn. The
cost of the evening will be £30 for a three-course meal followed by coffee.

Any queries concerning this event can be made to the OTA Dinner Secretary (as above).

Please note the return date of 30 June 2010 for applications. This will greatly assist in the planning and
organisation for this event.

Accommodation: A special Bed & Breakfast (with full English Breakfast) overnight room rate of £40 has
been negotiated with the Southampton Park Hotel (02380 343343). You must specifically mention at the
time of booking that you are attending the OTA Guildhall Dinner to claim this rate.

Car Parking: There is ample parking available in both a commercial multi-storey, and a City of
Southampton ground level car park immediately to the rear of the Southampton Park Hotel. The former
charges 24 hours a day (charging £3 for parking over 2 hours after 6PM); the latter is free of charge after
6PM. There is also a limited amount of parking available at the Guildhall itself that can be booked on a first
come first served basis; contact Brian Osman (02380 556899 or email reunion.dinner@ota-
southampton.org.uk. There will be a charge for this if you are successful in securing a parking space.

Martin Rowe
Secretary OTA Dinner Committee
TEAR ALONG THIS LINE
BOOKING FORM
(TO BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED BY 30 JUNE 2010)

OLD TAUNTONIANS’ CENTENARY REUNION DINNER - 13 NOVEMBER 2010 - SOUTHAMPTON
GUILDHALL

To: Mr Brian Osman, 9 Dell Road, Bitterne Park, Southampton, Hampshire S018 1QT

PLEASE RESERVE............ PLACE(S) @ £30 PER HEAD. (If booking for MORE than one person please
provide details of other name/names and years at school/college)

I ENCLOSE A CHEQUE TO THE VALUE OF £ (Payable to “OTA DINNER COMMITTEE”)

INAME ... e et e e e e s e e e e s re e e e e e e e nee e e snneeee snnreee s

ADDRESS ... e s e e e e e e sr e e sr e e snns
TELEPHONE NUMBER........cccccoeriininnns YEARS AT SCHOOL / COLLEGE ...........cco....
EMAIL ADDRESS...... e

NAMES OF ALL IN PARTY (INCLUDING YEARS AT SCHOOL/COLLEGE - CONTINUE ON SEPARATE
SHEET IF NECESSARY):

I/WE WISH TO SIT NEAR TO:-

Please indicate if you wish to reserve a vegetarian alternative meal and the number required:
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